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BHARAPWAJA HAP A F0ENP IN PQISHATA, 
THE KINO OF PANCHALA. 


PGONA IS A CLEVER BO/. 
LET HIM BE A COMPANION 
TO MV SON 


AS VOU 
WISH, 



PQOm^A BPILUANT pupil, soon 
MASTEQEP THE I /EPAS ANP VEPANGAS. 




ONE PAH BHARAPWAJA 
CALLED POONA TO HIM 


SON, NOW JOU MUST 
GOTO R*SH» AGN/VESHA. 
LEARN THE SCIENCE 
OT ABMS FROM A 


.• 


Ml 




















































ISN'T 

PGUPttCW 

COMING? 


I SHALL 
SPEAK TO 
PCtSHATA 



i ) 

■ j} f 
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PQOm AND DRUPADA LIVED FOR MANV WEARS IN THE ASHRAM OF AGNIVESHA. 


THEIR FRIENDSHIP GREW WITH THEM 

DCONA, LET ME WASH 
OUR CLOTHES. VOU 
GECITE SHLOKAS WHILE 
I DO IT. 


VOU ACE KIND 
TO ME, DRUPADA 
LISTEN THEN. 

IS HAVAS VA- 
^ MlPAM... 



WEARS PASSED. THEIR STUDIES OVER, 

THE '■SOUTHS GOT READW TV RETURN HOME 


I SHALL \ 
ALWAV5 
CEMEMBEC 
VOU AND 
VOUG KIND , 
OFFEG. / 


DGONA, WHEN I \ 
BECOME KING 1 
AFTEB MV FATHER 
MV PALACE SHALL, 
BE VOUG HOME. J 
I PROMISE. 
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THEN BHARADWAuA TOO PIED AND PRONA 
STAVED ON ALONE IN THE AUSTERE ASH QAM- 







PRONA MARRIED KRlPl, THE PIOUS AND 
INTELLIGENT SlSTEk OF KQIPA. \NHEH A 
SON WAS BORN TO THEM A HEAVENLH 


VOICE PROCLAIMED - 



TO PRONA HIS GROWING CHILD 
WAS A CONTINUOUS SOURCE OF DELIGHT,, 
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ASWATTHAMA EVEN SUCCEEDED IN 
DIVERTING HIM FROM HIS FAVOURITE 
PASTIME, THE PURSUIT OF THE SCIENCE 
OF ARMS. 





DRONA MADE HASTE TO THE ABODE OF PARASHURAMA. 


O GREAT ONE, 
I HKWE COME FOR 
A SHAPE OF 
the WEALTH. 


MOU ABE LATE ■ 

I HAVE NOTHING 
LEFT BUT THIS 
BOO/ OF MINE 
AND MV WEAPONS 
TO OFFER.QUICK! 
TELL ME! 
WHICH WILL 
VOU HAVE? 
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PHBASHUBAMA GAVE ORONA WHAT 
WANTED, MAKING HIM SUPQEME IN THE 
SKILL OE ASMS. 


! HAVE THE BEST OF 
PARASHURAMA \5 
WEALTH. I CANNOT 
WAIT TO SHARE 
THE GOOD NEWS 
WITH 
KRtPl. 





WHEN HE REACHED HOME - 


K0P1! ASWAT T HAMA! 
J H/VE BETU?NEDf > 




4 ME 


ASWATTHAMA LVAS 
R.AMING WITH HIS F&LNOS. 




THEV MIXED SOME POWDERED QKjE SMTH W KTE Q AND GAME I T 70 ASW AT THAMA, 
WHO . PAN- T AM , 

HAPC*/. 


I TOO HAVE 
TASTE O 
MILK! 


RE UPON DOONA! HIS POO£, 
Pt?INKS THAT 
STUFF ANP 
t THINKS IT 
.IS MILK! 
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POONA WAS MOVED ANP ASHAMED 
BY WHAT HE SAW AND HEARD. 


S' / SHALL TAKE KRlPt AND ASWATTHAMA 

TO DRUFADA.HE WILL WELCOME US 
AND HE CAN SHARE /VtV 
NEW WEALTH. 






t* 



.SO THEY SET OUT FOR DRUFAOAS 

KINGDOM. ,-—-:- 

,-I IN DCUPAOA’S 

/ FWl ACt ASWATTHAMA WILL 
■ PPlNKTHE RICHEST OF MICK, 
KRlPl. CRuFAOA LOV 



SLV 1 
CAN BE 1 


DRUPAQA, I HAVE COME. 
REMEMBER VOL/R PROMISE 
TO ME, MV FRIEND'? NOW 
vVOU can fulfil it. A 


NO MEASLV 
BRAHMAN can 
. A KING’S 
FRIEND! 


i 
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ANP WHAT 15 THIS ABOUT 
A PROMISE? I RECALL NOTHING 
BUT I CAN GIVE VOU ^ 

F OOP ANP SHELTER 

FOR A NiGHT ggV 

> IF THAT IS WHAT / 
v VOO SEEK. VM 



















































KPfPA WAS THE GUPU Of THE PANPAVA AND KAURAVA PRINCES AT THE KURU PAL Arc 
IN HA5TINAPU8A. HE WELCOMED THEM AS PRONA HAP EXPECTED . 


DEAR KRlPA, FOR 
CERTAIN REASONS 
1 WANT VOU TO 
KEEP MV PROWESS 
IN THE SCIENCE „ 
OF ARMS A ^ 

SECRET. % 



ONE PAW THE KURU PRINCES CAME OUT Of THE CITW TO PL AW BALL IN THE OPEN 

COUNTPVSIPE . 


OH! WHAT ILL LUCK! 
THE BALL HAS « 

FALLEN IN . /"HYJ 




I CAN SEE IT. 
BUT IT IS 
PEEP DOWN. 


A-L 



JUST THEN POONA ARRH/EP ON THE SCENE. NO ONE HAD SEEN HIM APPROACHING. 


SHAME 
ON VOUP 
PPINCELV 
MIGHT ANP 
VOUB SKILL 
IN ABM5! 




































I WILL BG1NG ^ 
vouc BALL our 
WITH MERE BLAPES 
^ OF GRASS. y 


POONA WITH HIS SKILL 
SOON HAD THE BALL 
OUT. i - 


THE ASTONISHED PRINCES SALUTED HIM 


GO TO BHEE 
tSHMA.VOUE 
Igcandsiee 
m. and 

W PESCCIBE 
fWHAT VOU 
ll HAVE 5EEN 
\ HE WILL 
&V KNOW. 


WE BOW TO VOU, SIP 
WE HAVE NOT SEEN 
ANVTHING LIKE THIS. 

„ WHO ARE VOU ? y 


n 























































THE PRINCES HURRIED TO BHEESHMA 
WITH THE NEWS. 


IT IS NONE BUT PRO 
VOU APE FORTUNAT 
BECAUSE IN HIM VCX. 
HAVE A TEACHER BEN 



BHEESHMA WENT IN PERSON TO MEET 


VOU HONOUR US 
BV SOUR VISIT. 
WON'T VOU COME 
TO THE 




AND DQONA TOLD HIS STORH. THEN 


I COME SEEKING V SOU MAV 
OBEDIENT PUPILS I CONSIDER IT 
WHO WILL AVENGE/ AS ALREADV 
MV INSULT. A PONE. 
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8HEESHMA CAVE HIM A NEAT LITTLE HOUSE WHICH LACKED NOTHING • 



THEN HE BROUGHT HIS GRANDSONS TO POONA. 


O 8<?AMMANA , MAKE 
fE KUCU PRINCES 
the greatest 
in the Skill 


MDU AND VOUR FAMILV/^ 

SHALL ENJO/ 4 

EVECV COMFORT THE KUCU 
. PALACE CAN GIVE VOU. , 


A 

tMv 






Af TL Q PZCnMA HAD &L ( 551 i ’ U *1 Vf 
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AOJUNA WAS AN EXCELLENT PUPIL AND 
SOON BECAME POONA’S FAVOURITE. 


THE GURU IS PARTIAL 
TO ARUUNA. HE DOES 
NOT LET AN S' OF US 




tialU 
oes; 
us i 


ONE NIGHT, AS ARJUNA WAS DINING, A 
GUST OF WIND BLEW OUT THE LAMP. 
BUT ARUUNA CONTINUED EATING. 



SUDDENLY AN IDEA STRUCK HIM. 



I CAN EAT 
IN THE DARK 
OF HABIT. 

I CAN MAKE 
SHOOTING 
IN THE PARK A 
SIMILAR 
HABIT I 



14 











































apjuma began practising bach night 

WHEN fT WAS PITCH PARK. 




ONE CAW POONA HEARD THE TWANG OF 
HIS BOW AND CAME TO MEET HIM. 


I SHALL 
TRAIN VOU 
TILL NO 
BOWMAN IN 
THE WORLD 
IS A MATCH 
FOR VOU. 





ANP POONA KEPT HIS WOOD. NEWS OF ARJUNA'S SKILL SPOEAP FAR AND WIPE ANP 
PRINCES ANP KINGS FROM NEIGHBOURING KINGDOMS FLOCKEP TO POONA TO 
BECOME HIS PUPILS. 


I AM EKALAWA, 
THE NISHADA 
PRINCE. 

I WANT TO 
BECOME 
VOUR 
PUPIL. 
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WHO ARE VOU?| I AM EKALAWA , 
WHO IS VOUR JA NI5HADA PRINCE 
GURU ? J DRONACHARVA 
V. -xA IS MV GURU. 
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the ontees left, abuuna stahed 
Behind. 


new coul 

vou 

A N15HAOA 
TO EXCEI 
ME?VOU 
PfiOM - 



/ O ILLUSTRIOUS GUBU 


WHAT SHALL I GIVE ? 
THEBE IS NOTHING 
. I WOULP NOT GIVE 
X. GUBU. 



WITH A SMILE ON //<5 FACE,EKALAWA 
CUT OFF HI5THJMBANP6A/E ITTOPHONA 
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AT LAST THE PRINCES HAD ALL BECOME 
SKILLED WARRIORS. 

THE TIME 
COME FOR ML 


ONE CAN HE ASSEMBLED ALL OF THEM. 

f CAPTURE PPuPACA, I HE 

PANCHALA KING, ANL? GIVE. HIM 
TO ME. THAT 15 THE FEE 


THEV MOUNTED THEIR CHARIOTS AND 
RODE OUT ACCOMPANIED BV DRONA. 




WHEN THEV NEARED DRUPAPA’S CITV- 


' LET THE KAURAVAS HAVE A \ 
CHANCE TO PI5PLAV THEIR SKILLS. 
FOR THEV WILL NEVER 6E ABLE TO 

/"Anri ior - ti in k>ii/^ljti 7 not iDaHA 
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SEOAN TO RAIN MS ARROWS ON THEM 



the kauravas stunnep 8Y the defence, broke their ranks and fled, 
UAfUNG, TOWARDS THE fANOAAS. - 


HEARING THE WAIL.THE PANCAVAS SALUTED DRONA AND MOUNTED THEIR CHARIOTS. 
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BHIMA, LEAP WITH VtX«? MACE! 
NAKULA AMP SAHAPEVA, 

PCOTECT THE WHEELS A. 
OT MV CHAglQT!_ 





ARUUNA. EAGER TO PLEASE MS GURU, WENT STRAIGHT ON AND ATTACKED 
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THIS WAS THE MOMENT PEONA HAP 
PATIENT OH WAITED AND WORKED FOR. 



VOUG KINGDOM 
NOW BELONGS 
'L TOME. ^ 




DO SOU WISH 
TO PE VIVE OUB 
FRIENDSHIP? 


I ASK FOB SOUR FRIENDSHIP > 
AGAIN AND IN THE NAME OF 
FRIENDSHIP I WILL GIVE / ' 
SOU HALF THE / „ 

V kingdom. I 
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THE OTHER HALF 
I WILL RETAIN. 

NOW VOU NEED NOT 
HESITATE TO OWN ME 
AS A FRIEND- 
\ FOR I TOO 
P AM A KING. y 



VOU ACE A NO&LE SOUL. I AM NOT 1 
SURPRISED 6V VOUR ATTITUDE. 

I AM GRATEFUL TO VOU AND J ' 

K WISH TO 6E VOUR , y l —-^_ 

V LIFELONG FRIEND... ) / -IN N 

f WHICH TIME 

| -- .— - l / SHALL HAVE MV 

_Vx QEVENGE. 
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/ SHALL HAVE TO SEEK THE HELP OP 
ONE WHO HAS EXCEPTIONAL 
SPIRITUAL ROWERS TO 
ACHIEVE END. 




... 

Lli-ll Ji L tli A* fim, Jji • 



SO HE WENT WITH HiS WIFE 70 A VENERABLE SAGE. 


W/LL SOU CALL 
FORTH A SON 
FOR ME WHO 
WILL &E ABLE A 
TO KILL /U 

lxona? U 


GENEROUS KING, 

A SON SUCH AS SOU 
. DESIRE SHALL BE j 

L VOURS. 4 
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AND THEN, AMAZiNGLH, THERE APPEARED A DAUGHTER TOC 


THIS &RL WILL BE AN 
exceptional woman anc> 

WILL BANG ABOUT THE « 
, OBSTRUCTION OF 
'L THE KAURAVASI 
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THEN THE BRAHMANS GAVE THE 60/ AND THE GIRL THEIR NAMES. 


THIS GLORIOUS SON 
OF DCUPADA 
SHALL &E CALLED 
DHRISHTADVUMNA! 


AND THIS 
DAUGHTER 
* KRlSHNAAl 


* LATER KNOWN AS PQAUPAP! OR PANCHAU. 



DRAUFAPl BECAME THE WIFE OF THE PANQAVAS. THE KAURAVAS SUCCEEDED. SW 1 

UNFAIR MEANS. IN OEPRMNO THEIR COUSINS OF THEIR KtNGPOM ANP SENPING 
THEM INTO EXILE. AFTER THIRTEEN WEARS ANP MANY APVENTURES, THE PANCAVAS 
RETURNEP TO ASK FOR THEIR KINGPOM. PURWOPHANA, THE ELPEST KAURAVA, 
REFUSEP TO FART WITH EVEN A SINGLE VILLAGE. WAR WAS PECLAREP-THE GREAT 
18-CAY WAR OF THE MAHABHARATA. 

POONA FOUGHT FOR THE KAURAVAS. PRUFAPA ANP PHRtSHTAPWUMNA NATURALLY 
BECAME THE ALLIES OF PRAUPAPt’S HUSBANDS, THE PANCAVAS. 
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THEIR GRANDS1RE, BHEESHMA. LEP THE KAURAVA ARMIES FOR THE FIRST TEN 

P&HS. ON THE TENTH PAH BHEESHMA FELL. 




























































































PHQfSHTADHUMNA WAS GRIEF-STRICKEN EH HIS FATHER’S DEATH . HUDHISHTHIRA 
CONSOLED HIM . r^r 


HEART 


TAKE 


BRAVE 


ONE 


VOUR 


FATHER 


5 


PEATH 


SHALL 


BE 


AVENGE O 


ARE 


VOU 


TO 


DRONA 






















































THFN 6H/MA WTVr TO DOOM . 




POONA REMCMSEBeP TWIT <AJPHCWhHO* 
WOULP 6P6AK OVtV TH€ TRUTH. 



















































HE LAID DOWN HIS WEAPONS AND PQEFAREP HIMSELF FOP SAMAPH / 


ASWATTHAMAl aswatthama / 
FOP VCt«? SAKE / TOOK UP ASMS 
. TO EARN A LIVING ■ NOW 
THAT YOU APE DEAD 
/ HAVE NO USE FOP THEM. 



PHQkSHTAPYUMNA SEIZED THE OPPORTUNITY AND WITH ONE STROKE OF HIS 
SWOPP SLEW HIM. BUT HE HAD ONLY KILLED A LIFELESS ROPY. FOP UNKNOWN 
TO PHPtSHTADYUMNA, DPONAS SOUL WAS ALREADY ON ITS UPWARD JOURNEY 

WHEN HE STRUCK. 
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Drona 

Drona. the valiant archer, was second only to Bheeshma among the respected elders of the Mahabharata. 

Drona had studied together with Drupada, who later became the king of Panchala, in the ashram of 
Agnivesha. When he was unable to buy a glass of milk for his beloved son, he turned to his friend for help. 
But when Drupada humiliated him, he went to Hastinapura and became the teacher of military science to the 
Pandavas and Kauravas, believing that Arjuna alone, amongst all the Kuru princes, could avenge his shame. 

He bestowed special attention on Arjuna, and, succumbing to his own motives of personal vendetta, he even 
demanded the thumb of Ekalavya, the great archer, despite the cruelty of this dastardly act. 
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